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Facilitating Smooth Preschool Transitions for Children
with Extensive Support Needs and Their Families
DATE: Saturday, September 14, 2019

This session will focus on understanding the complexities families may encounter in raising a young child with
extensive support needs and the role early childhood professionals have in building family-professional
partnerships to foster smooth transitions to preschool. Participants will examine the results of a study in which
families shared about their experiences in this transition with their child, and what assisted (and hindered) this
process. Opportunity will be given to develop an action plan that supports strong family-professional
partnerships and facilitates the transition from early intervention services to preschool.
Participants will:
• Demonstrate an understanding of the (a) complexities of raising a young child with extensive support needs
and (b) uniqueness of the preschool transition compared to other transitions in early childhood.
• Examine the findings of a study that detail strengths and challenges families may experience as their children
with extensive support needs transition to preschool, and reflect on implications for practice.
• Develop an action plan that incorporates an ecological framework to foster strong family-professional
partnerships and facilitate smooth preschool transitions.
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