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Developmental and Educational Issues and Strategies in
the Birth-5 Population after Acquired Brain Injury (ABI)
DATE: Friday, September 13, 2019
This session will address the various types of traumatic and non-traumatic brain injuries children birth to 5 can
acquire, and the impact they can have on their developmental trajectory. It will include guidelines for
transition from medical treatment/rehabilitation to appropriate early intervention agency and educational
services, recommendations for proper assessment and eligibility categories, and a review of effective strategies
to implement when working with these children and their families.
The participants will be able to:
1. List the various forms of acquired brain injury and how they can impact the developmental
trajectory of children birth to 5 in the areas of physical, adaptive, cognitive-communicative,
academic, as well as social, emotional, and behavioral functioning.
2. Facilitate the appropriate transition of children with ABI from hospital/rehabilitation programs to
appropriate agencies for early intervention (Regional Center/CCS), and to educational services, in a
collaborative fashion.
3. Properly assess and identify (with a focus on proper eligibility), children with ABI birth to 5, to
support the development of effective IFSP/IEP’s and assure that applicable supports and services
are provided.
4. Implement effective intervention strategies to address the unique needs of children with ABI.
5. Understand that ABI is a chronic disease that impacts the whole family and learn to work effectively
with these families.
Sharon Grandinette, M.S., Ed., CBIST is a Certified Brain Injury Specialist/Trainer and a
nationally/internationally recognized consultant who focuses her work on school reintegration for children
with acquired brain injury, provides advocacy to families, and expert witness
services in pediatric legal cases. She has worked in public schools as a special
educator and administrator for over 20 years, developed and administrated 2
private special education BI schools, and spent 3 years as director of a
children’s post-acute BI rehabilitation program. Sharon was instrumental in
developing the TBI authorization for the California Department of Education
and has written articles and a book chapter on the topic of children’s BI.
Sharon currently serves on the board of the North American Brain Injury
Society (NABIS), the National Children’s Collaborative on Brain Injury
(NCCBI), and has previously served on the boards of BIA California, and
BIAA’s Academy of Certified Brain Injury Specialists. She is a member of the
International Pediatric Brain Injury Society, and is on the planning
committee for their 2020 conference. Sharon was recently awarded the 2018
Clinical Innovator Award by NABIS.
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